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High School: Hammonton High School 
College Acceptance: Cornell University 
 
Extracurriculars: Leadership: Hammonton High School Marching Band — Media 
Manager (11th) and Woodwind Captain (12th), Hammonton High School Class Officer 
of 2026 — Class Secretary, Christ the Redeemer Parish — Classroom Assistant, and 
Christ the Redeemer Parish — Team Leader.  
 
General Activities: Physics Olympics, Hammonton High School Science League, 
Hammonton High School Jazz Band — First chair tenor saxophone, and National Honor 
Society. 
 
Medical-Related Activities: Junior Urban Medical Pioneers (JUMP), Cooper University 
Hospital Trauma Outreach and Injury Prevention Program, and United States Naval 
Academy STEM Center for Education and Outreach — High School Biotechnology Day 
Participant 
 
 
Essay: 
 
My Latino identity is not just a label, but an experience that interacts with daily life. 
Growing up Peruvian-American, I faced the discrimination that came with being Latino, 
but also being a small ethnic minority in the country as well. With hardships from hiding 
my Spanish from individuals outside of my identity, to facing disdain for expressing my 
foreign South American culture, ostracization was a factor often in play in my 
experiences. However, despite these adversities, I saw education as a barrier that, 
when overcome, would fulfill my aspirations and allow me to represent my culture 
through my achievements. With my determination, I am grateful not only to succeed in 
school but also to be accepted into the Ivy League University: Cornell.  
 
My accomplishments in school reflect my desire to not only serve my community, but 
also my Latino background, which makes me resilient. I was elected as a class officer 
for the class of 2026, and worked to represent my class to the best of my ability, but 
also to represent the Latino population as well. I was additionally able to become the 
woodwind captain of the Hammonton Marching Band and serve my teammates by 
leading them through exercises throughout the season. Additionally, my class rank is 
3/301, and I have a weighted GPA of 5.923, illustrating my devotion to academic 
success in addition to my extracurricular achievements. Moreover, I attribute my feats to 
my Latino background. Community and collaboration are skills that are embedded in my 
culture that not only taught me to better myself, but to find ways to guide myself and 
others as well. One of my favorite activities that I participated in was the “Junior Urban 
Medical Pioneers High School Academy” at Cooper Medical School of Rowan 
University. After being accepted into this activity, I was able to collaborate with other 



driven students to discuss in workshops the importance of working to provide healthcare 
to underdeveloped and minority communities, and to advocate for a healthier future 
across Camden. Ultimately, my experiences have allowed me to discover ways to better 
myself and others in various environments.  
 
My life as a Peruvian-American and a student of Hammonton High School culminated in 
my acceptance into Cornell University. As a student of Cornell Engineering Class of 
2030, I aspire to become a biomedical engineer and to pursue a career in the medical 
field following my graduation. To me, healthcare is not just a way to help individuals, but 
a way to transform lives. In the Latino community, language barriers and racial 
discrimination are primary issues in reducing access to healthcare. With financial help, I 
know that my plan to pursue excellence is a goal that is not just a dream, but something 
obtainable. This scholarship is not just a way to fight for my dreams, but to honor those 
before me who did not have the same chances I did. Thank you for this opportunity in 
my journey to a better future. 
 


