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FARMWORKERS SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Statement of Response:

President Bush’s Immigration Reform Speech
May 15, 2006
This evening, President Bush plans to give a speech where he will announce the deployment of up to 10,000 National Guardsmen to the Mexico-U.S. border as part of his strategy of immigration reform and the prevention of further illegal immigration.

Since 1993, the number of agents patrolling the border has tripled to over 11,000 border patrol agents (more than five agents / mile of border).  Despite this fact, the number of migrants crossing the border has not diminished.  During the 2005 fiscal year, 460 people died while crossing the border, the highest reported number of migrant deaths ever.  Members of CATA, The Farmworkers’ Support Committee, are clear that this upward trend in migrant deaths is not likely to change with increasing the militarization of the border.  

It remains clear that the factors that drive the movement of people into the United States have not changed.  The forces of poverty, war and instability will continue to force the displacement of people from their home countries.   Migrants have made the difficult and often dangerous decision to emigrate driven by the need to economically sustain their families, and they have come to the United States because of the ready availability of employment.  While this fundamental dynamic driving immigration remains the same, migrants will continue to take greater and greater risks to cross the border.  In a recent letter sent to Representatives in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, CATA members addressed the plan to build a fence along the border by stating, “Building a wall will not resolve the problem of illegal immigration.  It will only create more death and suffering for our families.”

Over the past several months, members of CATA have mobilized locally and regionally to demand a just immigration reform that provides all undocumented workers in the country with the right to work, a pathway to legalization, and a mechanism for family reunification.  As they have struggled for their rights as immigrants already within the country, they clearly understand that legalizing immigrants already in the country will not solve the issue of illegal immigration, as there are and will continue to be more people who are obligated to emigrate in order to survive.  

Any efforts to address immigration policy must address this dynamic, the economic and social forces that push people out of their home countries, and the pull of employment in the United States.  True immigration reform will recognize human rights as affirmed by the United Nations in that all peoples have the right to work and care for their families, and to move about freely in order to be able to do so.   

For More Information, please contact Jessica Culley at CATA – 856-881-2507.

