Why do we support a general Amnesty?

We at CATA understand that the presence of undocumented workers in teh U.S. contribute to the betterment of Civil Society.

Immigrant workers:

· Contribute to the economy, paying taxes and Social Security

· Doing work that the majority of citizens don’t do

· Working in factories for low wages

· Working in restaurants, landscaping, agriculture, construction, hotels and domestic work

North American society takes advantage of us in order to maintain low salaries and increase profits. Although we contribute financially though purchasing and living costs, including health care, we are kept in poverty and do not receive a quality of life equal to everyone else. We are discriminated against by denying medical services and our children receive a lower quality of education.

Therefore, although we are calling for a general amnesty as an immediate solution to the presence of more than 11 million undocumented people, we recognize that it is not the final solution. The principle in which migration policy should base itself is in maintaining an open border and in the fulfillment of the human rights affirmed by the community of people in the United Nations.

Therefore, we are calling for:

· The right to maintain our families together

· The right to work, protected by rights, including the right to collective bargaining

We affirm that our struggle goes beyond the recognition of our basic human rights as migrants and workers – but that our struggle is a challenge to society that it not be guided by fear and intolerance, but by the recognition of the value and inherent dignity of human life. 

