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Immigrant Workers Announce May 1st Events
Community Allies join CATA members in Calling for March
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Bridgeton, NJ

Representatives of the immigrant community in Bridgeton, NJ, together with supporters from the local religious and business communities, will announce plans for a May 1st event to celebrate International Workers’ Day and the 1st Anniversary of last year’s historical marches for Immigrant rights.  The March and rally, being organized by members of CATA – The Farmworkers’ Support Committeem along with local church, community and business leaders, seeks to provide the community with an opportunity to reaffirm the need for new immigration laws that recognize the importance and contribution of immigrant workers to our society and economy.
Over the past year, immigration reform has sometimes dominated the legislative calendar, only to be quickly eclipsed by less controversial issues.  In the meantime, ICE has stepped up its deportation efforts.  “Our need for reform of the immigration laws in this country is urgent, because we’re tired of working with fear, with anguish...and none of that allows us to give as much as we have to give to this country.” said Mariza Ibarra, a member of CATA’s Board of Directors.  “CATA and many other grassroots immigrant worker organizations supports an immigration reform that provides a meaningful opportunity for legalization,” said Manuel Guzmán, a community organizer with CATA.  “Any other proposed legislation leaves a whole group of people without recourse, and continues to perpetuate a disconnect between our country’s economic needs and immigration laws.”
On May 1st, immigrant workers and their allies will show their presence in the streets of Bridgeton, the town they have made their home, not to create division and controversy, but to demonstrate their presence and commitment to remaining in the community.  “May 1st is an important day to celebrate because it gives us a chance to show the importance that we have as migrant workers in this country...” commented Mariza Ibarra.
