About 100 activists rally in Kennett Sq. 
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Staff photo by Larry McDevitt A man shouts slogans during a rally and march in Kennett Square celebrating International Workers Day. The sign translates to “It’s not much to ask.” 

KENNETT SQUARE — About 100 people gathered at Anson B. Nixon Park Tuesday to raise awareness about immigrant rights and to mark the one-year anniversary of last year’s nationwide marches for the cause.

Following speeches by union officials, members of CATA, a farm workers’ support committee, and others, the crowd marched through the streets of the borough carrying signs that read, “Support Immigrant Rights,” “We Are Workers, Not Criminals” and “Workers Rights=Human Rights for All.”

Some people are hoping the rallies that occurred around the country Tuesday will force legislators in Washington to pay attention to the issue.

Serafina Youngdahl Lombardi, a member of the Kaolin Workers Union and one of the event’s organizers, said she would like lawmakers to consider a policy of amnesty. She would also like them to consider a long-term plan to deal with labor and immigrant rights.

She added that the purpose of the rally was to raise awareness about the population of immigrant workers in Chester County, especially in the southern part of the county.

“We are not trying to be controversial,” she said. “We are trying to show there is an immigrant work force here.”

The Rev. Patrick Seyler, who works for the United in Faith Mission in the borough, said immigrant workers are a crucial part of the country’s economy and deserve fair treatment.

“They are a contributing part of our community,” he said. “Our economy would not be what it is without their work.”

Seyler attended the rally, he said, because of his faith. “As a pastor, I believe God is on the side of the oppressed.”

Not everyone in attendance was from the borough or Chester County. Rachel McCormick, a high school program coordinator, came from Philadelphia and wore a shirt that said “No Human Being is Illegal.”

 “For me, this is one of the most important issues of our time,” she said. “I see this as a universal human rights issue.”

Last year, when McCormick was a senior in college, she helped organize a rally in New York state to coincide with the rallies that occurred around the country that same day.

She said that she also believes in an amnesty policy and even went so far to say that she believes borders should not exist.

For mushroom companies throughout southern Chester County, the rally was not too much of a disruption. 

Jerry Yeatman, president of C.P. Yeatman and Sons, an organic mushroom farm in West Grove, said that some people asked to leave work early to attend the rally, but it was not a problem.

“The rally is late enough, so it is not a problem. We are trying to work around it,” he said. 

He also said some people requested off ahead of time, and it was granted.

Mike Pia, president of Kaolin Mushroom Farms in Kennett Square, said that the company did not have a high number of people off Tuesday because of the rally.

He added that some people requested off last year to go to the march in Philadelphia, they were given the time off. 

The protesters in Kennett Square were not alone. Thousands of people protested across the country Tuesday.

In New York, groups called for an “American Family Tree” rally, and immigrants planned to pin paper leaves on a large painting of a tree to symbolize the separation of families because of strict immigration laws.

In Los Angeles, city and transportation officials were planning for as many as 500,000 people.

Organizers, however, did not expect Tuesday’s marches to be as large as the ones last year, due to stepped-up raids over the last few months that have made immigrants afraid to speak out.

The Associated Press contributed to this article.
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