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Statement by CATA on the Current State of Immigration Reform

On Wednesday, July 5th, the Senate Judiciary Committee held a public hearing in Philadelphia, PA to examine the issue of comprehensive immigration reform and the need for immigrant guest worker programs.

Those invited to give testimony included elected officials and representatives of employers, and one union representative.  Even though immigrant community organizations, like CATA, attempted to speak at the public hearing in Philadelphia, they were not invited to speak.    
The national debate around immigration has become one of polarized opposites where Democrats face off against Republicans, the Senate competes with the House, and where citizens fight it out, complete with name calling and flag waving.  In this process, those who are most affected by the issue, the immigrants themselves and their families, have not been invited to the table.  They have had to stand outside armed with signs, chants, and slogans, hoping to be heard.  

Others have been invited.  Farmers and landscapers speak of their need as businessmen for the labor provided by immigrants.  Politicians speak of the need for immigrants to their local economies.  Immigrants themselves are seen only as a means to an end, those who provide necessary labor when and where we need it.  The contributions they bring to society with music, dance, food, family values are not valued or even recognized.
The demonstrations held during the first several months of this year, demonstrated that the immigrant community is equipped with the resources and the savvy to organize.  From local to national events, they have turned out in an organized and peaceful fashion in unprecedented numbers to make themselves seen, heard, and recognized.  They have earned a place at the table.  When will Congress recognize the need to negotiate with this vast group of people?  

We call on those citizens who are supporters of a comprehensive immigration reform to pressure Congress to open up the negotiations, to demand the table of discussion be open to grassroots leadership within the immigrant community, so that undocumented migrants can speak for themselves and not be represented only by the interests of their employers, their religious leaders, and their opponents.  
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