Mushroom workers vote against union  

By Andrew Cannarsa  
KENNETT SQUARE:  A majority of workers at an Avondale mushroom packaging facility voted against union representation Friday, but some of the plant’s workers plan to appeal the results, saying ownership interfered with the election. 

In an 81-to-59 vote, employees at Cardile Bros. Mushroom Packaging voted against union representation Friday morning. An additional 10 votes were reportedly contested. 

After the election, eight members of the Workers Committee of Cardile Mushrooms said they plan to appeal the results within five days. The workers, who spoke Spanish through an interpreter, said ownership, including Charles Cardile Jr. and other plant supervisors, interfered with the election by campaigning against unionization. 

Speaking from his Avondale home Friday, Cardile said he and other supervisors plan to address the employees’ concerns that led them to seek union representation. 
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“It came out that the union didn’t make it, that’s about all,” Cardile said. “I’m not going to boast about it. “  “We’re always addressing the men’s concerns every day,” the owner added. 

Members of the workers committee met Friday at the borough office of the Kaolin Workers Union. The Kaolin Workers Union, the bargaining body at Kaolin Mushroom Farm, is currently the only mushroom workers’ union in the state. 

The workers detailed their concerns about their working and living conditions, saying they were seeking higher wages, benefits including health care, paid holidays, vacations and improved working conditions. 

Jose Herrera, a Cardile employee and a member of the workers committee, showed several photos of the mushroom houses and employee living quarters, saying conditions need to be improved. 

One photo displays a mushroom house in which multiple mushroom stems are floating on top of several inches of water on the ground. The employees, who normally work from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m., six days a week, said they have to stand in the water while they work. 

Herrera also flipped though other photos that displayed moldy, decaying ceilings at the employees’ living quarters, along with poor bathroom and kitchen facilities. 

Herrera said he and the other workers are paid based on the number of boxes they fill with mushrooms. The pay rates of the type of mushroom and the sizes of the boxes vary, and the workers would like to see all of those wages increased. 

In the weeks leading up to Friday’s election, the workers said Cardile and other supervisors campaigned for employees to vote against union representation. 

The workers said the supervisors made promises to the workers, saying they would increase their wages and improve working conditions if the workers voted against union representation. The supervisors, however, would only say they would address the issues after the election, the workers said. 

The workers committee said it asked ownership to sign a contract in connection to those terms, but ownership would not record its promises in writing. 

The workers also said, in the days leading up to the election, supervisors showed workers how to mark a ballot against union representation. The workers said this practice took advantage of workers who can’t read English. 

And on Friday morning, while the vote was taking place next door to Cardile’s Avondale office, the workers said Cardile and other supervisors attended the election with signs urging employees to think about their vote. 

“The owner was there, and they’re saying his presence affected the election and intimidated people,” said Serafina Youngdahl Lombardi, a union representative who interpreted the workers’ words. 

The workers said they were disappointed with the result, saying they believed they were going to win the election. 

“At the beginning, I thought we were going to win,” another worker said.   “When the owner started speaking with people, that’s when we thought it could change.”

The workers said they plan to appeal the election with the Pennsylvania State Labor Relations Board and hope another election is eventually scheduled. 

The workers have been receiving assistance from the Comite de Apoyo de Trabajadores Agricolas (CATA) ”The Farmworker Support Committee” and the Kaolin Workers Union. 

“CATA is the organization that’s giving the capacity to workers to help them make decisions and support them,” said Luis Tlaseca, CATA’s Pennsylvania coordinator. 

While the workers said they were disappointed with Friday’s election results, they said they will continue to work hard for Cardile while pursuing the election appeal. 

“It’s what you have to do,” said another worker, Juan Lopez. “Keep working.”  “We want to keep fighting, and we’re going to continue in the struggle,” Herrera said.   “We don’t think it’s fair what they did...The only thing we have left is to keep being unified,” he added. “If we’re not united, we won’t succeed.”
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