CATA focuses on migration and migrants’ rights in all its U.N. related work.  In addition, CATA not only represents migrant workers in U.N. events and processes, but whenever possible involves the organization’s members directly through its members’ providing input and testimony, and attending conferences and events, based on its mission that the voices of migrants and their families should be heard directly by policy makers.  In recent years CATA’s membership has provided a mandate to the organization to address the root causes of migration, including the need for sustainable development in the global South to provide a decent livelihood for all.

In July 2004 CATA received Special Consultative Status with ECOSOC.  CATA was already engaged in some UN-related activities prior to this date.  This is a summary of the organization’s participation in the U.N.:
· Submitted statements to ECOSOC for both its 2005 and 2006 sessions

· Submitted to NGLS in 2005 a written statement on U.N. reform, as a response to the Secretary General’s report,  “In Larger Freedom: Towards Security, Development and Human Rights For All”, for distribution as part of the process leading up to the Millennium Summit +5.
· Participated in the Commission on the Status of Women, 2005 and 2006.
· Participated in the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 2004 and 2005.
· Participated in the U.N. Forum on Forests, 2005 and 2006.
· Submitted a written statement in 2005 to DESA on MDGs and migrant workers to be posted on-line.
· Participated in DPI NGO conferences 2004, 2005.
· Participated in the Commission on Human Rights 61st session, Geneva, 2005, particularly Item 14 of the Session Agenda: Migrant Workers
· Participated in the Commission on Sustainable Development, 2002, 2003, and 2004.
· Sent a representative to the Food and Agriculture Organization’s World Food Summit (WFS fyl), Rome, 2002.
· Participated in the World Conference Against Racism, Durbin, 2001.
Specifically related to migration and development, CATA has engaged in the following:

· In the majority of statements and testimony CATA has provided (listed above), the focus has been on migration and migrants’ rights, and how these issues can be further addressed within the U.N. system.

· As a participant in the UNFF and PFII, CATA’s main area of interest centers on human rights violations and environmentally unsustainable practices that have forced indigenous peoples from southern Mexico to migrate to the U.S.A., and the need to address these vital development issues in the global South in general to reduce migration caused by desperation.

· As a member of the NGO Subcommittee on the Human Rights of Immigrants and Refugees, CATA helped to organize a side event during the 2006 Commission on the Status of Women on the human rights of migrant women workers.
· CATA had a working relationship with Gabriela Rodriguez, the former Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants and their Families, including communications and providing input, attending briefings and arranging private meetings with the SR.  CATA is currently developing a relationship with the current SR, Jorge Bustamante.

· CATA represents migrant workers in the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (SARD) process of the CSD, by participating in the SARD E-forum and multi-stakeholder dialogue organized by International Partners for Sustainable Agriculture (IPSA - an accredited NGO and a coordinator of the Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Caucus), and providing input to the FAO regarding its Code of Good Agricultural Practices.  CATA has also engaged in dialogue with FAO regarding international human rights protections and the development of uniform labor standards within agriculture.

· CATA interacts and collaborates with other workers’ associations and trade unions, such as the International Union of Farmworkers (IUF), in providing input to the International Labour Organization concerning migrant workers.
· CATA provided input to the State Department of the United States of America related to the Migrant Workers section of the Summit of the Americas, including attending the summit in Santiago, Chile.  As a project of the Organization of American States (OAS), this has relevance to related work of the United Nations.
· CATA hosted several workshops during the NGO Forum of the World Conference Against Racism in Durban, South Africa, 2001, on racism, human rights, and migrant workers.
