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September 7, 2006
My name is Laura Rodriguez and I am a member of CATA – The Farmworker Support Committee, a farmworker organization with members in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Maryland.

Today with our presence here, we want it to be recognized that although we may be undocumented, that we contribute to this country and its economy.  Hearing the press, mayors and politicians in Hazleton and Riverside say that we are a drain on our communities, but they do not provide evidence for their claims.  Our membership in Bridgeton, NJ conducted a survey with undocumented workers in order to measure their contributions to the local economy.  After doing more than 200 surveys, we found that each undocumented worker spends more than $13,000/ year in their local communities, paying rent, buying food etc.  In Bridgeton, those individual contributions create a local economic impact of more than 29 million dollars every year.    

In spite of our contributions, over the last few months we have been targeted by ICE (Immigration and Customs Services), who are taking advantage of the fact that there has not been a resolution to the issue of immigration.  These raids and deportations have impacted our families and created an environment of fear in our communities.  We call on our national legislators to enact a moratorium on these deportations until a resolution on immigration reform is reached.  That resolution must recognize our value and importance to the society and the economy.  As such, we call on you to approve a general amnesty.  

We also call on our local NJ politicians to take up discussion on and to approve the proposal for drivers’ certificates for undocumented workers, so that in the meantime, we can continue working and contributing to our communities.  We are an important labor force in this state, so both the state and its immigrant residents can benefit from this law.  

It is important that as immigrants, we do not become disenchanted while being confronted with such a repressive atmosphere.  We know that as human beings we deserve the opportunity to live with dignity and respect.  We must be courageous, to demand our rights, and to take back up our responsibility to fight for ourselves.

“¡El Pueblo Callado Jamás Será Escuchado!”
