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FARMWORKERS SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Press Conference

Trenton, NJ

February 28, 2007

Good afternoon, my name is Eder Morales.

I am here today representing CATA – The Farmworker Support Committee.

We are here to support more than 11 million undocumented workers in this country, where we work in a great variety of industries.  We are here, straining each day to help our families move ahead.  At the same time we are supporting this country with our work and we contribute economically by paying taxes, rent, and buying food and other items.
We are here to demand that the Immigration and Customs Enforcement halt the massive raids targeting our communities.  We are not criminals.  Raids are not the solution.  They only serve to break apart families and to create terror in our communities, violating the human rights that we all have.

The trauma of being hunted down as criminals affects us all, but particularly affects our children.  They can be harmed for their entire lives.  They don’t want to go to school because they are afraid that their parents will not be there when they get home.  Those, who have been separated from their parents, can not concentrate in school and their grades suffer.

We are here to announce our intention to fight to make our cities into sanctuaries, where the local police will not provide support to the shameful raids that ICE is targeting at our communities.

Being here in Trenton, we urge Governor Corzine to declare his support for the immigrant communities around the state, and to denounce the raids that are happening.

We also direct our words to President Bush and to Congress, that they would know that we are in this struggle and that we will continue until there is a solution and we get what we are fighting for.  What we are fighting for is simple, an amnesty and recognition of the value of all human beings.
